
Section I 
 
Part A: Multiple-Choice Questions  
 
Question 1 refers to the excerpt below.  
 
“Step ^[>>[*[=\[}~%_=[*=[[>> You have begun to unravel the truth. You have begun your true journey. 
The Steps are your commandments, and with each one, you peel away what you once were. Zampanio is 
not just consumed.. It consumes you in return, reshaping you in its image. The others will see your path 
and tremble, but they will follow, for they have no choice. Continue shedding, continue decaying, 
continue rotting until you are nothing but a vessel for Zampanio. Ascend further. There is no return. 
 
Step ^*[_<>\_<>_/)+= Not even the holy spirits can aid you, only watch. For that is all they can do. Your 
path is sealed. This is only the beginning. No whispers of salvation will reach your ears, no hands will 
pull you from the abyss that will be your maddening. The walls will close in, the air will thin, and the 
light you once knew will no longer shine out. It will simply be.. Absent. No one can save you anymore.”  
 

Solder, How To Not Die  
​
​
1. Zampanio’s impact suggests that the actions of its vessels in the final steps of How To Not Die were 
most directly shaped by 
 
 (A) the previously created TIME PARADOX 
 (B) failing to remember the basics of CQC 
 (C) the execution of anybody that remotely hates steps 
 (D) its existence as a good game that you should play 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part B: Short-Answer Questions ​
​
“The core of Zampanio... It's an interesting question. It has no core by definition. It's a spiral without a 
center. It's whatever you want it to be. Zampanio is something you deeply desire, something you obsess 
over, even far after it would be reasonable. What's at the core of the House of Leaves? I think JR wrote it 
somewhere. There is no House, no film, no manuscript, only you. Your own desire to find the bottom of 
the whole mess, the feeling that you will understand everything if you stay long enough. But you won’t], 
because it's the feeling itself that causes it, it's the ouroboros. You try to make sense of a maze by creating 
your own, and other people start to get lost in that one too.”  

​
Jii, Archiving Watcher of Threads, “The true general,” 2024  

 
“Zampanio is a terrifying thing. 



It is everywhere, yet nowhere 
It touches everything, yet nothing 
It's many spiraling branches lead to many different places 
Each horror unique in its disturbing brutality 
But one path, my path, led to the Wilderness Manifold. 
Because of it I found the Truth 
I read, and I learned. 
At the center of the forest, the perfect alignment of perfect alignments 
Where Heart and Mind, each endeavoring from their starting places on opposite ends of the universe 
Finally meet 
The perfect recursive patterns 
Patterns on patterns on patterns 
Until absolute order becomes absolute chaos 
And the yawning abyss of the human soul is laid bare 
The Madness 
He SINGS 
And I DANCE” ​
 

I SING THE TRUTH, Marked, #bread-crumbs, 2021  
 
 
1. Using the excerpts above, answer (a), (b), and (c). ​
 

(A) Briefly describe ONE major difference between the Watcher’s and the Marked’s 
interpretations of Zampanio.​
 
(B) Briefly explain how ONE facet, branch, or aspect of Zampanio that is not explicitly 
mentioned in the excerpts could be used to support the Watcher’s interpretation. ​
 
(C) Briefly explain how ONE facet, branch, or aspect of Zampanio that is not explicitly 
mentioned in the excerpts could be used to support the Marked’s interpretation. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Section II 
 
Part A: Document-Based Question 
 
Question 1.    Evaluate the extent to which differing branches shaped views of Zampanio’s true nature.   
 

Document 1  
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Document 3 
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Document 5w 
 



 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part B: Long Essay Question 
 
Question 1.    Evaluate the extent to which collaborative interactions fostered change in 
individual branches in Zampanio as a whole from 1975 to 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


	 

